
Positioned 
     for Growth

reaching your full potential



Character = the ability to meet the 
demands of reality



Wholeness/Integrity character traits:
1)  the ability to connect authentically (which leads to trust)
2)  the ability to be oriented toward the truth (which leads to 
finding and operating in reality)
3)  the ability to work in a way that gets results and finishes well 
(which leads to reaching goals, profits, or the mission)
4) the ability to embrace, engage and deal with the negative 
(which leads to ending problems, resolving them, or transforming 
them)
5)  the ability to be oriented toward growth (which leads to 
increase)
6) the ability to be transcendent (which leads to enlargement of 
the bigger picture and oneself)
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please	
  don't	
  squander	
  one	
  bit	
  of	
  this	
  marvelous	
  life	
  God	
  has	
  
given	
  us.)
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Dear,	
  dear	
  Corinthians,	
  I	
  can't	
  tell	
  you	
  how	
  much	
  I	
  long	
  
for	
  you	
  to	
  enter	
  this	
  wide-­‐open,	
  spacious	
  life.	
  

We	
  didn't	
  fence	
  you	
  in.	
  

The	
  smallness	
  you	
  feel	
  comes	
  from	
  within	
  you.	
  Your	
  
lives	
  aren't	
  small,	
  but	
  you're	
  living	
  them	
  in	
  a	
  small	
  way.	
  
I'm	
  speaking	
  as	
  plainly	
  as	
  I	
  can	
  and	
  with	
  great	
  
affecEon.	
  

Open	
  up	
  your	
  lives.	
  Live	
  openly	
  and	
  expansivelyL)))
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1. Growth is a natural thing that God has created.
May the LORD make you increase, both you and your children. 
Psalm 115:14

May you be blessed by the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth. 
Psalm 115:15

The righteous will flourish like a palm tree, they will grow like a 
cedar of Lebanon;        Psalm 92:12  

Dishonest money dwindles away, but he who gathers money little by 
little makes it grow.       Proverbs 12:11

“Consider how the lilies grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell 
you, not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of 
these. 
Luke 12:27
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2.	
  The	
  normal	
  path	
  is	
  that	
  people	
  use	
  parts	
  of	
  
themselves,	
  invest	
  them,	
  and	
  as	
  a	
  result,	
  they	
  grow.	
  

When	
  that	
  is	
  not	
  happening,	
  something	
  is	
  wrong.	
  

The man who had received the five talents went at once and put 
his money to work and gained five more.  Matthew 25:16



Borrow $10,000- 18% interest
Minimum monthly payment 3% of balance: $300  
20 years to repay
Total repayment:   $19,421

BUT- if you put $300 in the bank every month 
@ 3% interest rate for 20 years: (compounded annually)

Total gained: $98,298

http://www.extension.org/pages/The_High_Cost_of_Credit_Card_Minimum_Payments

       http://www.mindyourfinances.com/calculators/savings-calculator

http://www.extension.org/pages/The_High_Cost_of_Credit_Card_Minimum_Payments
http://www.extension.org/pages/The_High_Cost_of_Credit_Card_Minimum_Payments


Most people set out to succeed in life in two main areas: relationships, 
and work (or goals). Usually, what they do is just launch into those 
arenas on autopilot. They commit themselves to work or relationships, 
expend effort, and try hard. Sometimes, in the work arena, they might 
even get a lot of training or schooling for their chosen field. But, 
however they prepare, they usually jump in and go for it, hoping to 
make it all work. 

And therein, from both research and the Bible’s perspective, is the 
problem. No matter how hard we try to make life work, no matter how 
much effort we put into it, we will always hit the ceiling that our 
character makeup dictates. We can be brilliant, for example, but if we 
lack perseverance and courage, then we will never build a business or a 
career. We can be talented, but if we are not trustworthy, people will not 
invest with us, promote us, or want to be married to us, at least for long. 
We might have the best business idea in the world, or find the best mate 
in the world, but if we cannot confront problems and issues when they 
arise, our businesses and marriages will fail.               -Dr. Henry Cloud



3. Although the drive to grow is natural, it is not 
commonly seen because it can be stifled by brokenness, 
sin, fear, wounding and other factors.  

“Then the man who had received the one talent came. ‘Master,’ he said, 
‘I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown 
and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 
So I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, 
here is what belongs to you.’ 
“His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I 
harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered 
seed? 
Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, 
so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest.  
Matthew 25:24-27

Lazy hands make a man poor, but diligent hands bring wealth.  
Proverbs 10:4



They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of 
God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of 
their hearts.  Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves 
over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, with a 
continual lust for more.                                                Ephesians 4:18-19

You want something but don’t get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot 
have what you want. You quarrel and fight. You do not have, because 
you do not ask God. 
When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong 
motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.  
James 4:2-3

You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing.  
Psalm 145:16
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